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Volunteer Opportunities... 

 It’s that time of year again. Time for the Christmas Bird Count  December 15 and 16 and 

the Great Backyard Bird Count February 15-18. Look on page 3 for more information.        

 Our Winter Bird Seed Sale is coming up also February 1st and 2nd. Volunteers are need-

ed for this sale. Call Bob Bertrand at 419.227.9231 if you can help.  More details on Page 2. 

TMAS Board Meetings are scheduled for November 27,  January 29th and March 26th. They are held 

at 7:30 p.m. in the OSU Visitor/Student Center, 2900 Campus Drive, OSU-Lima. All are welcome to attend. 

  

IT’S NEVER TOO LATE TO LEARN 

By Jeannine C. Roediger 

 The late Roger Tory Peterson, the well-educated, gifted ornithologist, believed that birds behaved 

purely by instinct. I’ve always disagreed. Sometimes I’ve seen activities that just don’t take place due to pure 

instinct. Research now indicates that birds are much smarter than we think, and in fact, can think and learn! 

 There were many instances that made me believe there was more than instinct at work. We once 

owned a beagle that was kept tethered on our lot. Just off to 

the north of the dog house was a wooded fencerow. One sum-

mer, every morning, a male pheasant would come strutting 

past the fencerow, far enough away from the secured dog to 

be safe, while the dog barked furiously, all the time wagging 

his tail.  It became a daily game for both of them. The pheas-

ant implying, “You can’t get me.” While the dog said, “Come 

closer and I can!” It was just too obvious that the pheasant 

was just “strutting his stuff” to see the dog’s reaction. 

 Once when in the garden pulling weeds, I stood up-

right to straighten my back. I heard a whiz and saw a hum-

mingbird right in front my face. He had been flying through 

and when I suddenly appeared in his flight path, he stopped, hovered just in front of me probably thinking, 

“What was that!”  It was the same thing I was saying! Then, satisfied, he zipped off. Smiling and slightly shak-

ing my head, I resumed my weed pulling. 

 My grandmother told a story about a Baltimore Oriole that was building a nest in a nearby tree. 

Grandmother had put out some small bits of string and yarn for the bird. Soon they were carried to the nest 

and woven in. Before long the oriole was clinging to the screen door, chortling to her in no uncertain terms 

that the yarn was gone and she needed more!  

 When snows are deep and cover the ground I have put cracked corn out for the Horned Larks that 

range on our property. Perhaps it’s a learned behavior, but when I appear outside on a snowy morning they 

will fly over the barnyard twittering above me, knowing that I will throw out some cracked corn over the 

field. Learned behavior also takes some thought process. Horned Larks will never come to a feeder or near 

buildings but are often seen grouped in winter on the side of the road or in nearby open fields.  

 Being around domestic animals all my life, I have seen behavior that always went beyond instinct. It 

just proves no matter how much we know there is more to learn, even about birds! 

Ring Necked Pheasant 

http://www.tri-moraineaudubon.org/


WINTER BIRDSEED SALE... 

 The Winter Birdseed Sale will be held Friday, Febru-

ary 1st from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday, February 2nd 

from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Layman Feed & Lawn, 705 E. Main St  

(SR 309), Elida. This sale is by Preorder  Only. 

 Order forms will be mailed in late December to 

those who made purchases in 2017-18. If you would like an 

order form or have questions, contact Anne at 419.222.3271  

or download a form from the chapter’s website or Facebook 

page. Mail your completed order by Friday, January 18th to 

ensure you receive your order.  

 All proceeds benefit local conservation, education 

programs and projects. Volunteers are needed for this sale. 

Call Bob Bertrand at 419.227.9231 if you can help.  

Submitted by Anne Smedley 

 

FALL BIRDSEED RESULTS... 

 Co-chair Anne Smedley reported that the November 

2nd and 3rd sale raised nearly $1,200.  The chapter also re-

ceived nearly $200 in donations.  

 We thank our purchasers, the media that publicized 

the event, Northland Quick Print for printing the sale fliers 

and Layman Feed & Lawn for providing the sale facilities and 

all others who supported this event.  

 Thanks also to the volunteers who picked up and  

distributed seed in their  communities, toted  the 271 bags 

(5,059 pounds), provided  

mailing labels, mailed  

and distributed  

fliers, made  

and put up 

posters 

and pro-

vided 

cus-

tomer 

service 

that 

day. 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by 

Anne Smedley 

 
ANNUAL PHOTO SAFARI & POTLUCK 

 The Photo Safari and Potluck is planned for  Tuesday, 

January 8, 2019, 6:30 p.m. The Visitor/Student Services Center 

will open at 6 p.m. TMAS will provide fried chicken and beverag-

es.  Members and guests should bring their own table service 

and any of the following – hot or cold dish, salad, rolls, side dish 

or dessert.   

 Presentations will be given by those attending who opt 

to share some of their favorite nature photography accompa-

nied by brief narration – that means YOU!!  A digital projector, 

computer, and screen will be furnished.  PowerPoint format 

works best, but a folder with digital photos also works.  Please 

limit your photos to a dozen or so (or whatever you can present 

in 10 minutes). Join fellow nature enthusiasts for an enjoyable 

evening of reminiscing about all the amazing things we were 

able to observe this year.  

MATT SHUMAR: Bird Conservation at the Flip of a 

Switch? * 

 Mr. Suhmar  will be 

speaking on Tuesday, Febru-

ary 5, 2019, 7:30 p.m. on bird 

conservation. Artificial 

lighting, which is becoming 

increasingly abundant on the 

landscape, has become a ma-

jor concern for migratory bird 

populations. Birds attracted to 

bright lighting often fatally 

collide with buildings; it is 

estimated that between 365 

and 988 million birds are 

killed by collisions each year 

in the United States.  

 The Ohio Bird Conservation (OBCI) and its large network 

of conservation organizations has developed a Lights Out pro-

gram to work within communities to address light and glass is-

sues in urban areas. Regional Lights Out programs are now run-

ning in most of Ohio's major cities and are supported by a wide 

variety of conservation organizations, businesses and individu-

als. 

 Matthew Shumar is the program coordinator for OBCI, 

a collaboration of non-profit groups, businesses, state and feder-

al government agencies, and citizens working to advance bird 

conservation efforts. In addition to his work with OBCI, he is in 

charge of web communications for the Association of Field Orni-

thologists and is the co-editor of The Second Atlas of Breeding 

Birds in Ohio.  *Co-sponsored with Johnny Appleseed Metropolitan 

Park District                             Submitted by Jackie Augustine 

 

Blue Jay enjoying peanuts 

A casualty  



MORE PROGRAM MEETINGS… 

 Dale Gnidovec: Teeth, Jaws & Claws – the Carnivo-

rous Dinosaurs and Why Birds Are Dinosaurs. – Tuesday, 

March 5, 2019, 7:30 p.m.  This talk looks at the tremendous diversi-

ty of theropods, or carnivorous dinosaurs that walk on two legs.  

Dale will also discuss why scientists believe birds are living dino-

saurs.   

 Dale Gnidovec is the collections manager and curator at 

the Orton Geological Museum at The Ohio State University. His 

duties include the care of 

over 54,000 rocks, minerals, 

and fossils and maintaining 

and updating the exhibit hall.   

He also writes a geology col-

umn that appears in “The 

Columbus Dispatch.” 

SAVE THE DATE! - UPCOMING PROGRAM MEETINGS   

Family Fun Night*  Tuesday, April 2, 2019, 6:30 p.m.: Nature-

related games for children ages 1 to 101.   

Warblers 101* Tuesday, May 7, 2019, 7:30 p.m.: Dan Hodg-

es, Johnny Appleseed Metropolitan Park District. 

 *Co-sponsored with Johnny Appleseed Metropolitan Parks   

Submitted by Jackie Augustine 

HELP COUNT THE BIRDS… 

 Tri-Moraine volunteers will join thousands of others 

across the hemisphere to count birds between December 14, 

2018 and January 5, 2019, in the 119th annual Audubon Christ-

mas Bird Count.   

 These counts occur in all 50 states, all Canadian provinc-

es, and throughout Latin America, the Caribbean, and elsewhere 

in the western hemisphere.  Recently, more than 2,500 counts 

by over 73,000 observers tallied over 56 million birds of over 

2,600 different species (641 species in U.S.!).   

 Locally, the Tri-Moraine Audubon Society’s volunteer 

citizen-scientists will be conducting two counts: Grand Lake St 

Marys, on Saturday, December 15, 2018, and Indian Lake, on 

Sunday, December 16, 2018.   

 By far the greatest value of our efforts will be the ex-

tremely valuable data that we collect  in understanding the sta-

tus of both local and global bird populations.  This data could not 

have been acquired in any other manner.   

 CBCs have revealed the dramatic impact climate change 

is already having on birds, as well as disturbing declines in com-

mon birds, including the Northern Bobwhite.  This data not only 

help identify birds in need of conservation action, but also reveal 

success stories, like the comeback of 

the Bald Eagle and osprey.  Our national 

symbol, which currently nests in the 

area, would have rarely been seen in 

this area even just decades ago. 

 All are welcome to participate, including newcomers, 

less experienced birders, or those unfamiliar with the area of the 

count, who can accompany those with more experience.  Every-

one’s eyes and ears can be useful!  Although it is okay to show 

up to count at the last minute, it greatly aids the coordinator in 

organizing the count to know at least the night before how many 

birders to expect.  To sign up for the count (or for additional in-

formation), please contact Eric Juterbock at 216-905-8909 (cell), 

juterbock.1@osu.edu (email), or (surface mail) at 5480 County 

Road 5 North, Rushsylvania, OH 43347-9750. 

 An official count requires that there be counters out for 

at least 8 hours, but individuals need not participate for the full 

time.  A count takes place within a 15-mile diameter circle.  As-

signed routes for mobile counters generally involve some combi-

nation of automotive and foot travel; individuals living within the 

circle may count birds visiting their backyard or feeder.  Please 

remember to dress appropriately for the weather and to bring 

such needed items as binoculars, bird guides, food and drinks, 

etc. 

 In order to finalize the census routes and be counting by 

8 a.m. we will meet at 7:30 a.m. for both counts.  Meet for the 

Indian Lake count at the McDonalds in Russells Point, and for the 

Grand Lake count at the McDonalds at the mall at the intersec-

tion of SR 29 and US 33 in St Marys.        Submitted by Eric Juterbock 

GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT FEBRUARY 15-18 

 Become part of a program that helps researchers know 

what types of birds prosper and how populations are managing. 

Join the Great Backyard Bird Count. 

 Launched in 1998 by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology 

and National Audubon Society, the Great Backyard Bird Count 

was the first online citizen-science project to collect data on 

wild birds and to display results in near real-time. 

 For at least 15 

minutes on one or more 

days of the count, February 

15-18, 2019, simply tally 

the numbers and kinds of 

birds you see. You can 

count from any location, 

anywhere in the world, for 

as long as you wish! 

 Go to this website 

for more info on how to get 

started:  http://

gbbc.birdcount.org/about/    

Your help is needed to 

make the GBBC successful! 
Great Blue Heron 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE … 

 “It's the most wonderful time of the year!”  So goes the holiday song recorded by Andy Williams many years ago. Although 

it's considered a Christmas classic, for me the first lyric applies to this whole wonderful winter season. True, there are no war-

blers to revel in or flowers to key out or insects to watch and photograph. However, winter brings its own beauty and discoveries 

to make. 

 Winter brings elegant Dark-eyed Juncos, elfin wrens, and the lovely Horned Lark to the fields and feeders of Ohio. If you 

are observant, you might be treated to the sight of a crimson Northern Cardinal against a snow-covered branch. The absence of 

foliage on the trees allows easier viewing of woodpeckers normally hidden. And, a visit to any open water will usually result in a 

myriad of duck species to enjoy. 

 The many hued flowers of the other seasons have faded, but the dried seed heads, seedpods and stems dusted with fresh 

snow reveal a different kind of beauty. Even bare tree branches offer an ever changing landscape after a snowstorm or when en-

cased in ice. 

 Oh, and I was wrong about no insects in winter.  After a fresh 

snow, you may find a spot that appears to have been dusted with pep-

per.  Watch long enough and you'll see the spots come to life – winter 

springtails jumping and landing again and again. 

 Probably my favorite part of winter, though, is the silence! 

Winter is the quiet season, a time when it seems the whole earth is 

taking a nap and breathing deeply. If you have the chance, during or 

after a snowfall, visit a wooded area and just listen. Especially at night, 

you can almost hear each snowflake as it lands. In the daytime with 

fewer species of birds about you can actually pick out the individual 

calls of winter visitors. 

 On those days when it doesn't seem fit for man or beast outside, well, that is a great time to study the birds, flowers, and 

insects of spring, summer, and fall.  Pull out your field guides and take time to learn something new about whatever you enjoy in 

the other seasons. Have a wonderful winter!   President Cheryl Erwin  

NONPROFIT ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID  

LIMA, OHIO PERMIT 

#153 

Squirrels in the snow 


