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TMAS Board Mtg - Tues, May 30 at 7:30 PM.   All members are welcome!  Meeting location to be announced.  Contact Carol
Bertrand at 419-227-9231 for more details.

GARLIC MUSTARD PULLS continue Monday, May 1, 1-4:30 pm, Kendrick Woods, Johnny Appleseed Metro-
politan Park District.  Meet in parking lot.  Wear old clothes/sturdy shoes and bring work gloves.  Other
Monday dates (same hours) are May 15, 22, and June 5.  Thursday workdays, 5 pm until dark, are scheduled
for May 11, 18, 25, and June 1.  Help fight this invasive plant species. Contact TMAS volunteer chair Bob
Bertrand at 419-227-9231 or JAMPD naturalist Mark Mohr at 419-223-1025 (M-F, 9-5) for more information
and to volunteer.

"Birds, Whales, and Newfoundland," a slide presentation by Earl E. Lhamon on Tuesday, May 2, 7:30 pm in
the Sweetbrier building, Girl Scouts of Appleseed Ridge, 1870 W. Robb Avenue, Lima.  Park in lot at end of
roadway.  Follow the Audubon signs.  A brief annual meeting and announcements will precede the program.
Free and open to the public.  Earl Lhamon, Tri-Moraine member and retired Ohio Northern University
professor of mathematics and computer science, vacationed with his family in sparsely populated New-
foundland in August of 2005.  He has lots of great pictures to share including those taken at the St. Mary's
Bird Sanctuary and other scenic  locations on land and sea.

INTERNATIONAL MIGRATORY BIRD DAY, Saturday, May 13.  Birders will celebrate the 14th annual IMBD by
joining thousands of others around the country in a one-day count of North American bird life.  All IMBD counts
utilize a county as their count area.  The Allen County count will be led by Eric Juterbock.  Those interested
need to contact Eric in advance for planning and informational purposes: Lima, 419-995-8360; Rushsylvania,
937-468-2606; e-mail, juterbock.1@osu.edu; surface mail, 4240 Campus Drive, Lima 45804.  Counting will
be done by groups. Birders of  all experience levels are welcome.  Free and open to the public.

(Also see write-up next page)

BIG BIRDING DAY, Monday, May 15.  This annual trek by TMAS  birders will visit six or seven of Lake Erie's best
birding hotspots during this peak of the spring migration.  A car pool  will depart at 6:30 am from Ray's parking
lot behind Wendy's on SR 309.  Appropriate clothing/footwear, binoculars, sun protection, lunch/snacks/bever-
ages, and field guides are recommended.  The group will leave "rain or shine" and return in the evening.
Join us as we try to spot and identify 100 bird species.  The  trip is open to all interested birders and beginners
are welcome. Some chapter members are planning to depart Sunday and stay overnight for an early start
Monday morning.  For full information and to register your participation choice, contact Eric Broughton at 419-
999-1987 or e-mail ebroughton@woh.rr.com. Registration facilitates coordination of both departure times.
Those staying overnight must be chapter members.  The day trip is open to the public.

SUMMER PICNIC, Tuesday, July 18 at 6 pm, The Park (shelter #1), Ada.  Mark your calendar now and plan to join your fellow
Auduboners for the usual feast at 6:30 pm.  Full details in your July/August newsletter.

SCIENCE FAIR AWARD WINNERS
Four student entries won $25 Tri-Moraine Audubon Society Natural Resources, Conservation, Nature Studies Awards presented at the
2006 OAS District Science Day held at Ohio Northern University on March 18.  The following students received the awards: Taylor
Williams, grade 7, Glandorf Elementary School, for "Hydroponics  vs. Soil"; Jennifer Birt, grade 9, Riverside High School, for  "How
Strong are Mussels? Observing Mollusks' Reactions to Acid Rain"; Jessica Frasure, grade 10, Benjamin Logan High School, for
"A Future with Phytoremediation"; Laura Guthrie and Shana Smith,  grade 8, Riverside Middle School, for "How Many Earthworms
Survive After Being Exposed to Agricultural Chemicals?"  TMAS  also offered each winner the opportunity to sign up for a free 1-year Tri-
Moraine/National Audubon Society student membership.
    The Society's science fair committee was chaired by Marshal Moser, Jr., certified wildlife biologist, TMAS member, and lecturer in
biological sciences at ONU.  Also serving on the judging committee were Dr. Chris Caprette, Dr. Brian Keas, and Dr. Jay Mager from the
University's Department of Biological Sciences and Robert Sokone, senior biology student.

The President’s Corner (by Mary Rosenbeck) – Well this is where I bid you all “adieu”.  It has been a fast and furious 4 years, but it doesn’t
really seem like it’s been that long.  It’s been tough at times and fun at others.  But it’s been a wonderful experience all the way around.  It’s
also not just me leaving a position that begs a farewell.  Two very committed, active, intelligent, and much-loved members will be saying
good-bye to everyone at the May general meeting.  Marshal and Suzanne Moser are moving on to greener pastures (I’ll let them tell you where
they’re going and what they’ll be doing, but I’m certainly jealous – and trying to figure out when we can plan a vacation near their new home!).
So if you would like to see them one last time and wish them well on their newest “journey”, please plan to attend the May meeting (where
you’ll also get to see the flora and fauna of Newfoundland, courtesy of Dr Earl Lhamon).  Remember that although we don’t hold official
meetings during the summer months, we do sponsor a Member Appreciation Picnic in July (see additional details in the Calendar of Events).
Here’s wishing you all a beautiful, pleasant, relaxing, and fun-filled summer.  I’ll see you all in September, but I’ll be sitting next to you instead
of standing in front of you!!!   Au revoir (which technically means “to see again”)…………

Slate of Officers: The nominating committee (Mary Rosenbeck and Evelyn Prater) would like to present the slate of officers that will be voted
upon during the May 2 Annual Business Meeting: for President, Carol Bertrand; for Secretary – Annette Kovic; for Member-at-Large – Fern
Albertson.  We will be accepting nominations for all positions up until the actual time of voting at the Annual Business Meeting on May 2.
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9th On September 9 (Saturday) TMAS will man Wapakoneta’s recycling center from 9

a.m. until noon. The chapter receives the proceeds from all recyclables handled.
Aluminum cans pay best. For additional information or if you can help, call Bob or
Carol Bertrand at 419/227-9231. All cans (dry & crushed if possible) can be
donated at the July 18th picnic , the Sept. 5th monthly meeting or by delivering to the
Bertrands.

SPOTLIGHT ON EDUCATION
Carol M. Bertrand, Education Committee Chairman

1232 Belvidere Ave., Lima, OH 45801-3533, 419/227-9231
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TMAS ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP PICNIC:  Tuesday, July 1, 2014, Ottawa Metro 
Park, SR 81 just east of Marimor School. You will find the Miami Shelter on your left 
as you enter the park. It is reserved from 5:30 p.m. until dark. We will eat at 6:30 p.m. 
The chapter will provide fried chicken. Members and guests should bring a dish to 
share, their own table service and beverage. Don’t forget your favorite bug spray and 
unwanted AUDUBON magazine issues for public event giveaways. The picnic offers a 
wonderful opportunity to get to know your fellow chapter members. Arrive early and 
enjoy the park. You can walk the perimeter trail or around the lake, try your luck on 
the disc golf course (bring your own Frisbee/disc), swim (adults $5, children 3-12 $3 
and free for children under 3) until 7pm weather permitting, or bring your fishing pole 
(no license required for the retention pond by the Erie Shelter, but required for fishing 
in the lake). Join us for great food and fellowship.   
 
TMAS BOARD MEETING:  Tuesday, July 29, 2014, 7 p.m. All are welcome to 
attend TMAS board meetings held at the Visitor/Student Services Center, 3900 
Campus Dr., OSU-Lima Campus. 
 
TMAS PROGRAM MEETING (SAVE THE DATE):   The first program meeting 
of the year will be held Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014, 7:30 p.m., at the Visitor/Student 
Services Center, 3900 Campus Dr., OSU-Lima Campus. Program meetings are held 
the first Tuesday of  the month September through November and January through 
May. Your fall newsletter will carry full details about the first three exciting programs 
now being planned for 2014-2015. 

 
21st ANNUAL RECYCLE FUNDRAISER:   Past and New volunteers please mark 
your calendar now for this special fundraiser. Saturday, October 11, 2014 will mark the 
chapter's 21st year manning Wapakoneta's Drop-off Center. Volunteers work 8 a.m. 
until noon; 25 volunteers are needed to sort items and to unload vehicles. TMAS 
receives the proceeds from all recyclables handled. Aluminum cans (dry, crushed if 
possible) pay best and can be donated at the July 1 summer picnic and at the Sept. & 
Oct. monthly program meetings. Pick up aluminum cans when you go walking during 
the summer months and use this fundraiser to get to know other Auduboners. For 
additional info and to volunteer, call Bob or Carol Bertrand at 419.227.9231 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Black Swamp Raptor Rehabilitation Center Needs Your Help  

Those who attended our April “Live Owls” program know what a great program it was. The Black Swamp Raptor 
Rehabilitation Center is asking for your help. The all-volunteer Center needs aquariums, all sizes, cracked or not. 
In order to feed the birds, they have to raise their own mice. They can also use old blankets and bath towels, paper 
towels, and monetary donations. All donations can be delivered to Johnny Appleseed Metropolitan Park District 
headquarters or you can bring donations to the summer picnic. Whatever you can do will be appreciated. Thanks!  

Tri-Moraine Audubon Society would like to be your friend on Facebook. “Like” us today for the latest bird postings and program updates. 

2014 OHIO ACADEMY OF SCIENCE DISTRICT SCIENCE DAY AWARD 
WINNERS:  Four student presentations won $25 Tri-Moraine Audubon Society 
Natural Resources, Conservation, Nature Studies Awards at the 2014 OAS District 
Science Day held March 22 at Ohio Northern University in Ada:  Jeremy DeMuth, 8th 
grade, Miller City-New Cleveland School, "The effect of waste water treatment plants 
on Coliform and phosphorus levels";  Michael Mormon, 6th grade, Saint Anthony of 
Padua School, Columbus Grove, "Does manure affect plant growth?"; Dominic 
Schroeder, 8th grade, Miller City-New Cleveland School, "Effect of agriculture runoff, 
wetlands, and municipal discharge on water quality"; and Trevor Siefker, 8th grade, 
Glandorf Middle School, "How cover crops help the soil."   Winners were also offered 
a free one-year dual National Audubon Society/TMAS membership.  Judging of entries 
for Tri-Moraine awards was done by Dr. Jay Mager, ONU Department of Biological 
and Allied Health Sciences, who presented a letter of recognition and cash award to 
each winner.  Dr. Nancy Woodley and Dr. Leslie Riley from the Department were 
organizers of the assembly and also assisted Dr. Mager in his determination of 
potential Audubon awardees.  TMAS thanks Drs. Mager, Riley, and Woodley for their 
help in making a success of this annual chapter awards program. 

  
NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE BY EMAIL:  Contact Bill Askins, chapter membership database chair, at 
waskins@woh.rr.com.  State name, mailing address, email address, and your desire to receive Flight Patterns 
via email.  You will receive an email notice of website availability containing a URL you can click on that will 
take you to the  newsletter (in PDF format) on the chapter's website. 
 
MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION YOU NEED TO KNOW:  When you joined the National Audubon 
Society (NAS) you automatically became a member of Tri-Moraine Audubon Society (TMAS), your local 
Audubon chapter.  Through most of Tri-Moraine's history, when you became a member of TMAS you also 
became a member of NAS.  The chapter receives a finder's fee for each dual membership it recruits.  Tri-
Moraine eventually recognized the need for a local membership for a variety of reasons and NAS now permits 
local membership.  You can read about these memberships, the National Audubon & Tri-Moraine Audubon 
Introductory Dual Membership and our TMAS Supporting Membership, on the chapter website, or you can 
pick up a membership brochure at a public meeting or event, or you can contact our membership/database 
chair.  The two memberships share many benefits, but only the dual membership includes a subscription to 
Audubon magazine and free or reduced admission to some Audubon nature centers and sanctuaries. 
 
WATCH THOSE RENEWAL NOTICES FROM NAS:   NAS does not include membership expiration 
dates on its renewal notices.  Look in the upper right-hand corner of the mailing label on this newsletter.  If it 
reads "10/14     M", that means your dual membership expires in October of 2014.  If it reads "02/15     SM", 
that means your supporting membership expires in February of 2015.  If you want to pay your dual 
membership way ahead, that's your call, but the chapter is receiving dual membership dates extending out to 
2021. 
 
ACCURATE MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION: Our chapter does not share its membership information 
with others.  Please help us keep up-to-date records by contacting our membership database chair by phone at 
419-339-9751, by email (see above), or via the chapter's post office box.  Please report incorrect information 
on your mailing label, upcoming change of address, change of email address, or new telephone number. 
 
JOHNNY APPLESEED METROPOLITAN PARK DISTRICT:  Check out “The Cider Press” 
(newsletter) for the latest programming at the JAMPD. Full details: jampd.com or Facebook (under full name). 
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TMAS ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP PICNIC:  Tuesday, July 1, 2014, Ottawa Metro 
Park, SR 81 just east of Marimor School. You will find the Miami Shelter on your left 
as you enter the park. It is reserved from 5:30 p.m. until dark. We will eat at 6:30 p.m. 
The chapter will provide fried chicken. Members and guests should bring a dish to 
share, their own table service and beverage. Don’t forget your favorite bug spray and 
unwanted AUDUBON magazine issues for public event giveaways. The picnic offers a 
wonderful opportunity to get to know your fellow chapter members. Arrive early and 
enjoy the park. You can walk the perimeter trail or around the lake, try your luck on 
the disc golf course (bring your own Frisbee/disc), swim (adults $5, children 3-12 $3 
and free for children under 3) until 7pm weather permitting, or bring your fishing pole 
(no license required for the retention pond by the Erie Shelter, but required for fishing 
in the lake). Join us for great food and fellowship.   
 
TMAS BOARD MEETING:  Tuesday, July 29, 2014, 7 p.m. All are welcome to 
attend TMAS board meetings held at the Visitor/Student Services Center, 3900 
Campus Dr., OSU-Lima Campus. 
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the first Tuesday of  the month September through November and January through 
May. Your fall newsletter will carry full details about the first three exciting programs 
now being planned for 2014-2015. 
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additional info and to volunteer, call Bob or Carol Bertrand at 419.227.9231 
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Those who attended our April “Live Owls” program know what a great program it was. The Black Swamp Raptor 
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Tri-Moraine Audubon Society would like to be your friend on Facebook. “Like” us today for the latest bird postings and program updates. 
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wonderful opportunity to get to know your fellow chapter members. Arrive early and 
enjoy the park. You can walk the perimeter trail or around the lake, try your luck on 
the disc golf course (bring your own Frisbee/disc), swim (adults $5, children 3-12 $3 
and free for children under 3) until 7pm weather permitting, or bring your fishing pole 
(no license required for the retention pond by the Erie Shelter, but required for fishing 
in the lake). Join us for great food and fellowship.   
 
TMAS BOARD MEETING:  Tuesday, July 29, 2014, 7 p.m. All are welcome to 
attend TMAS board meetings held at the Visitor/Student Services Center, 3900 
Campus Dr., OSU-Lima Campus. 
 
TMAS PROGRAM MEETING (SAVE THE DATE):   The first program meeting 
of the year will be held Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014, 7:30 p.m., at the Visitor/Student 
Services Center, 3900 Campus Dr., OSU-Lima Campus. Program meetings are held 
the first Tuesday of  the month September through November and January through 
May. Your fall newsletter will carry full details about the first three exciting programs 
now being planned for 2014-2015. 

 
21st ANNUAL RECYCLE FUNDRAISER:   Past and New volunteers please mark 
your calendar now for this special fundraiser. Saturday, October 11, 2014 will mark the 
chapter's 21st year manning Wapakoneta's Drop-off Center. Volunteers work 8 a.m. 
until noon; 25 volunteers are needed to sort items and to unload vehicles. TMAS 
receives the proceeds from all recyclables handled. Aluminum cans (dry, crushed if 
possible) pay best and can be donated at the July 1 summer picnic and at the Sept. & 
Oct. monthly program meetings. Pick up aluminum cans when you go walking during 
the summer months and use this fundraiser to get to know other Auduboners. For 
additional info and to volunteer, call Bob or Carol Bertrand at 419.227.9231 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Black Swamp Raptor Rehabilitation Center Needs Your Help  

Those who attended our April “Live Owls” program know what a great program it was. The Black Swamp Raptor 
Rehabilitation Center is asking for your help. The all-volunteer Center needs aquariums, all sizes, cracked or not. 
In order to feed the birds, they have to raise their own mice. They can also use old blankets and bath towels, paper 
towels, and monetary donations. All donations can be delivered to Johnny Appleseed Metropolitan Park District 
headquarters or you can bring donations to the summer picnic. Whatever you can do will be appreciated. Thanks!  

Tri-Moraine Audubon Society would like to be your friend on Facebook. “Like” us today for the latest bird postings and program updates. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PLANTING SEEDS from Don Rosenbeck:  Over the weekend of May 2-4, 2014, we celebrated a ribbon 
cutting at Camp Myeerah for the sale of the property from the Girls Scouts of Western Ohio to the City of 
Bellefontaine Parks and Recreation.  Tri-Moraine Audubon Society holds a conservation easement on the 
property.  This ensures Camp Myeerah will be a natural area to be enjoyed by future generations into 
perpetuity.   It occurred to me, as I was driving to Camp Myeerah to begin setting up for the 35th annual 
Environmental Education Weekend (EEW), that but for seeds planted some 35 years ago, there would be no 
EEW this year.   The “seeds” I refer to here are the Tri-Moraine Audubon chapter’s now traditional weekend 
focused on environmental education coupled with the decision that Camp Myeerah would be the perfect site to 
hold such an event.  With 449 acres of diverse habitat including woods, stream, lake, pond, wetland and 
grassland there is nowhere else in the area that offers a better place for EEW.  It was this association with 
Camp Myeerah that sprouted into the Tri-Moraine Audubon chapter’s involvement in seeking a means of 
keeping the camp open for public recreation while protecting its natural features.  But what garden doesn’t 
have more than one variety of plants?  Here too, other “seeds” sprouted to give life to Myeerah as a public 
natural resource.  The Trust for Public Land played a vital role in the acquisition of the property by 
determining the most likely source of funding to purchase the property, assembling volumes of material from 
Tr-Moraine and others supporting the importance of Myeerah as a natural area, preparing the actual grant 
proposal, and navigating all the legalities of purchase including a conservation easement to ensure Myeerah 
remains a natural area. We owe much to the Clean Ohio Fund for providing the monetary means of protecting 
this important natural area.   Yet another “seed” which sprouted in this garden is that of the environmental 
stewardship and leadership exhibited by the Girl Scouts of Western Ohio.  The Girls Scouts recognition of the 
value of Myeerah as a public resource and their willingness to work toward that end speak volumes.  There 
were other options that would have been simpler and more expedient, but the Girl Scouts chose the path that 
would be for the greatest public good, and good for the Girl Scouts as Myeerah is open and available for the 
Scouts use as well.  There is one more important “seed” that completes this garden.  What good is a fantastic 
natural area if there is no one to manage it on a year to year basis?  It is the foresight and commitment of the 
Parks and Recreation Department of the city of Bellefontaine that took on the challenge of operating Myeerah.  
And it is flourishing!  Myeerah is open dawn to dusk to the public.  Make the trip to explore this latest addition 
to the Bellefontaine Joint Recreation District.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: A dedication of Myeerah was held by The City of Bellefontaine on May 3, 2014 
to celebrate the recent acquisition of former Camp Myeerah (with the help of Tri-Moraine Audubon Society 
through the Trust for Public Land, Clean Ohio Fund).  The Trust for Public Land coordinated the transfer of 
this property to the City of Bellefontaine from The Girl Scouts of Western Ohio.   Tri-Moraine Audubon 
Society now holds a conservation easement on all of the 449 acres.  With this additional conservation 
easement, the land will be held in its current natural condition.  A five member Myeerah Management Group 
has been formed to oversee the conservation easement and to ensure that Myeerah  remains a natural setting 
for public use.  Three Myeerah Management Group members are Tri-Moraine Audubon representatives; two 
from the City of Bellefontaine. Our gratitude is extended to everyone that may have helped along the way to 
save this land for public use.  Photos of the event can be seen on our Facebook page and everyone involved is 
grateful for this day of celebration.  Thank you, City of Bellefontaine, for accepting this new park into your 
stewardship. 
 
The Annual Appeal letter was sent in early April after determining what some of our priorities might be in two 
of the IBAs (Important Bird Areas) in our area, Myeerah in Logan County and St. Marys River-Grand Lake 
St. Marys (Auglaize and Mercer Counties).  Needs for the Myeerah IBA include rebuilding docks and steps at 
the lake, refrigeration and equipment needs in the lodge, dormitory updates and repair, signage for trails and 
public areas, continued work of habitat restoration, and the completion of a natural prairie.  If you have not 
returned your Annual Appeal letter, please consider doing so soon.  Your donation is needed at this time for 
both IBAs and to proceed with other planned conservation projects.  Your donation will be recognized with a 
note of thanks/tax receipt and listing in a future newsletter if that option is checked.  These are exciting 
developments in our service area and great opportunities to be part of building and restoring habitat.  It isn’t 
often that we are in a position to build upon the work of those who had a vision to keep our natural world 
unmarred. For your convenience, find an annual appeal form at the end of my message. 
 
The April 1 program meeting, “Live Owls”, presented by Diane Myers of the Black Swamp Raptor 
Rehabilitation Center was a great success.  The meeting was attended by 103 persons of all ages and the 
BSRRC has been invited to return to present a program with other birds of prey. 
 
May election results for Tri-Moraine officers included Dianne Knipp, President and Candace Newland, 
Secretary.  Both are two year terms.  A big THANK YOU goes out to Mary Neeley for serving as Hospitality 
Chairperson for many years and coordinating many picnic details and program refreshments.  A big THANK 
YOU also goes out to officers and chairpersons that have given many hours to Tri-Moraine’s executive 
committee work, field trips, and program meetings.  Without great officers, TMAS programming would look 
very different.  Please consider becoming an officer in the future.  Your special talents may be needed. 
 
Wishing you good birding!  Dianne 
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   A U D U B O N  S O C I E T Y

Tri-Moraine Audubon Society
A Chapter of the National Audubon Society

P.O. Box 5648   Lima, Ohio   45802-5648
Serving Allen, Auglaize, Hancock, Hardin, Logan,
Mercer, Shelby, and Van Wert Counties in Ohio

www.tri-moraineaudubon.org

GREAT NEWS!    Camp Myeerah Purchase Finalized

Tri-Moraine,  a  totally  volunteer  nonprofit  501(c)(3)  membership  organization,  asks  for  financial  support  from  members
and  friends  once  a  year  to  help  the  chapter  maintain  and  expand  its  local  educational,  environmental,  conservation,  and
stewardship  programs  and  projects..   This  2014  Annual  Appeal  is  especially  important  because  we  have  achieved  our
goal  to  protect  Camp  Myeerah  (approximately  450  acres)  in  Logan  County  for  public  use  and  enjoyment.   This  property
is one of six Important Bird Areas located in the chapter’s service area.

Partnering  with  The  Trust  for  Public  Land,  a  national  nonprofit  land  conservation  organization,  Tri-Moraine  Audubon
Society  applied  for  and  received  a  grant  from  the  state  of  Ohio  through  the  Ohio  Public  Works  Commission’s  Clean  Ohio
Fund--Green  Space  Conservation  Program  to   purchase  Camp  Myeerah.   Property  ownership  now  rests  with  the  city  of
Bellefontaine  with  operational  management  by  the  Bellefontaine  Joint  Recreation  District.   The  Girl  Scouts  of  Western
Ohio are to be commended for ensuring that Myeerah remains open to the public including Girl Scouts.

Tri-Moraine  holds  a  conservation  easement  on  the  property.   A  Myeerah  Management  Group,  composed  of  three
members  appointed  by  Tri-Moraine  Audubon  Society  and  two  members  appointed  by  the  city  of  Bellefontaine,  is
responsible  for  the  development  and  adoption  of  a  management  plan.   The  management  plan,  consistent  with  the  terms
and  conditions  of  the  easement,  will  deal  with  all  aspects  of  the  property  and  will  specify  the  manner  and  conditions  of
the management, uses, development, public access, and operation of the property. 

For  now,  Tri-Moraine  is  working  with  the  Bellefontaine  Joint  Recreation  District  to  rehab   the  lodge  and  the  dormitory
and to plan for other upgrades to the property.  With good weather on its way, we need to ready Myeerah for use.

The  chapter  also  wants  to  give  additional  financial  support  to  efforts  planned  and  underway  by  state,  federal  and  local
partners  to  improve  the  health  and  watershed  of  Grand  Lake  St.  Marys.   The  St.  Marys  River--Grand  Lake  St.  Marys   is
also an Important Bird Area in Tri-Moraine’s service area.

Dianne Knipp, 
President

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

      Tri-Moraine Audubon Society  -  2014 Annual Appeal  

Name  (please print)______________________________________________________________________________________

Street Address, PO Box, Apt. No.____________________________________________________________________________

City, State, ZIP Code______________________________________________________________________________________

Here  is  my/our  donation  of  $__________.   Direct  gift  to:   [   ]  Area  of  greatest  need    [   ]   Camp  Myeerah     [   ]   Grand
Lake  St.  Marys.     Please  make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Tri-Moraine  Audubon  Society  and  mail  to  Treasurer,
Tri-Moraine  Audubon  Society,  PO  Box  5648,  Lima  OH  45802-5648.   Tri-Moraine  is  a  registered  charitable  trust  in  the
state of Ohio.

[   ]  Check  here  for  acknowledgment  as  a  contributor  in  a  future  newsletter.   No  amounts  will  be  listed.   If  box  is  not
checked, you will be listed as an anonymous donor.
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WILD OHIO MAGAZINE.  Wild Ohio Magazine, a publication of the Ohio Division of Wildlife, is 
transitioning from a free publication to a paid membership.  Membership dues or subscriptions will be 
used to defer some of the printing and mailing costs associated with Wild Ohio.  Log on to the Wild 
Ohio Customer Center at wildohio.com to purchase a $10 membership.  It should be noted the cost is 
only $5 with a valid hunting or fishing license, Ohio Wetland Stamp, or Ohio Wildlife Legacy Stamp 
purchased through the Wild Ohio Customer Center.  If you want to order by mail rather than on line, 
contact 1.800.WILDLIFE to request a mail-in form. 

VOLUNTEER THANK YOU.  Many thanks to all the members who provided 
refreshments for the program meetings this year:  Evelyn Prater, Mary Neeley, Rebecca 
Cheney, Anne Smedley, Rachel and Ivan Friesen, David Betts, Tom Sciranka, Denny 
Bucholtz, Carol and Bob Bertrand, and Dianne Knipp.  Please consider providing 
refreshments for the new program year starting in September.  Talk to Mary Neeley at 
the summer picnic or at the September program meeting to sign up. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE.  Spring and summer is such an exciting time for many reasons.   For 
those of us lucky or motivated enough to spend time outside enjoying the natural world around us, 
there are many flowers, birds, butterflies, and all the simple beauties that nature provides.  May 
ended the TMAS chapter year and with that we are making plans for the new program year which 
includes interesting and informative presentations and field trips.  Looking back, it is good to reflect on 
all the big events of the year.   Among them, these highlights stand out;  I was fortunate to be elected 
as your President for two more years at our May annual meeting,  we had a great Environmental 
Education Weekend,  and our annual trip to Lake Erie for our Big Birding Day on May 14th recorded 
over one hundred species of birds.   With so many things going on in our personal lives,  I am happy 
that so many of you were able to share some of your time with me at chapter events.  I am also very 
grateful to all the volunteers who take care of the many details to keep the chapter going.  It takes a 
lot planning and member resources in all areas of our programing and I am thankful that so many 
share their time and talents.  Perhaps you will be able to join us for the Summer Picnic this year;  this 
is a good way to meet other TMAS members and share a fun evening.   In closing,  I hope you have a 
safe and enjoyable summer.  I also hope you are able to stop and smell a flower or listen to a bird 
sing as you enjoy all our area has to offer or as you travel to other exciting locations.  I look forward to 
seeing your smiling faces at our next program meeting on Tuesday, September 4th.  (I will have a new 
batch of riddles and jokes to share too.) 

 

Printing provided by your friends at Northland Quick Print 

You can now find Tri-Moraine Audubon Society information on Facebook.  Look for information 
about field trips, important bird sightings, and upcoming events.  Check out the information and 
become a Facebook friend.  Be sure to click the “LIKE” button for TMAS updates as they occur.  
Look for the TMAS cardinal logo.  
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VOLUNTEER THANK YOU.  Many thanks to all the members who provided 
refreshments for the program meetings this year:  Evelyn Prater, Mary Neeley, Rebecca 
Cheney, Duane and Jean Boyd, Rachel and Ivan Friesen, David Betts, Tom Sciranka, 
Denny Bucholtz, Eric Broughton, and Dianne Knipp.  Please consider providing 
refreshments for the new program year starting in September.  Talk to Mary Neeley at 
the summer picnic or at the September program meeting to sign up. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE.   I will be filling the Presidential term of Eric Broughton for the next year.  
Eric has offered endless hours guiding and directing TMAS for the last few years, thank you Eric!  
With his busy schedule, Eric needs a change in scheduling, but will remain very active in all TMAS 
activities.  Hopefully, as an ordinary TMAS member, I can indeed, “find enjoyment” in being part of 
the organizational component of the chapter.  As with many organizations, TMAS is also looking for 
other volunteers to fill both large and small tasks throughout the year.  Look for ways you can help.  
Not much time?  There are many small tasks that need to be done and we can match you up with 
some of those opportunities.  Many hands are needed for the annual Recycling fundraiser (this year 
on October 12), you can bring refreshments to a program meeting, help staff a booth at a public 
event, help with the annual birdseed sales in November and February, or distribute publicity 
throughout the program year.  Your help is needed and appreciated because TMAS is totally a 
volunteer organization.  You can even post your best bird photo on Facebook to share with others or 
ask friends to “like” TMAS on Facebook.    

I look forward to helping TMAS expand our membership base and find ways to encourage TMAS 
members to become more active in chapter activities.  TMAS has wonderful programs, field trips, and 
activities, and it may be one of the best kept secrets in the region concerning student education and 
habitat awareness.    One such outreach program is Audubon Adventures.  Audubon Adventures, for 
grades three to six, is a curriculum based classroom lesson and materials series by the National 
Audubon Society supported financially by TMAS.  If you are aware of an educational provider that 
could benefit from Audubon Adventures or to learn more, please contact Carol Bertrand or myself as 
listed on this letterhead. 

Mark your calendars now for our summer picnic on July 2 which is a good way to share fellowship 
and enjoy being together in JAMPD Ottawa Metro Park.  Bring your children, grandchildren, 
neighbors, and others to share a wonderful meal and a short program.   The program will be 
presented by JAMPD employee, Mark Mohr, about the invasive plant-garlic mustard.  Also, take 
advantage of the activities like fishing and hiking in the park before or after the picnic supper.  I hope 
to see you soon.  Dianne Knipp 

 

Tri-Moraine Audubon Society would like to be your friend on Facebook.  “Like” us today for the latest 
bird postings and program updates. 

Summer 2014 Newsletter

Comments made by Dianne Knipp, TMAS President, on May 3, 2014 at the Myeerah Rededication Ceremony:

The Board of Directors of the Tri-Moraine Audubon Society, a chapter of the National Audubon Society, is ex-
cited about a new partnership with the City of Bellefontaine to maintain Myeerah as a natural preserve.  

We extend sincere thanks to The Trust for Public Land and The Girl Scouts of Western Ohio for their efforts in 
making this endeavor a reality.  What a glorious opportunity we have to share thanks for the many people who 
saw a new beginning for Myeerah. Your help as we worked to develop this new partnership is to be commended 
and we thank you for your dedication in making this truly public land.

Tri-Moraine has had a long association with Camp Myeerah. An annual Environmental Education Weekend 
has been held here since 1980. When MacDonell Lake became so polluted by agricultural runoff that it was 
no longer able to be used, Tri-Moraine assisted with a Clean Ohio Fund grant submitted by the GS to build a 
wetland to restore lake quality.  Along the way Tri-Moraine also obtained an Audubon Ohio grant for wetland 
signage, worked on the boardwalk, and submitted its own Clean Ohio Fund grant application entitled “Myeerah 
Forest and Wildlife Conservation Area.”  Later Tri-Moraine received a Clean Ohio Fund Conservation Easement 
Agreement and now has added an additional easement which covers all of the property and is designed to per-
manently protect this natural setting.  

Our vested interest in Myeerah is also based on a commitment, investment, and partnership with other groups 
to keep Myeerah as natural as possible.  We watched the increasing encroachment of invasive autumn olive in 
the meadow areas, which was first tackled by hand. After two years of volunteer efforts proved to be ineffec-
tive, the decision was made that given the magnitude of the invasive problem, we needed a greater involvement 
with other capable groups interested in conservation.  The end result was a partnership including the GS, Logan 
County Pheasants Forever, Tri-Moraine Audubon Society, and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.  Autumn olive 
is not easy to eradicate and weather has often been uncooperative.  Currently ninety acres of grassland are in the 
process of being restored.  A project for a twelve and a half acre pollinator patch of wildflowers for butterflies 
and hummingbirds still remains in the plan for development as weather permits. The chapter is looking forward 
to other habitat improvement projects utilizing the partnership/grant approach.

Camp Myeerah is a designated Important Bird Area or IBA and an IBA dedication ceremony was held on May 2, 
2004. The IBA program is a focal point for Audubon’s bird conservation work and the National Audubon Soci-
ety is part of a global effort to establish IBAs worldwide. The most severe threats to bird populations are habitat 
based.  Keeping that in mind, Tri-Moraine has collected spring data at the Myeerah IBA covering 156 species 
tallied since 1981.  

Here we are ten years and a day rededicating this IBA to the enjoyment and use of generations to come.  Tri-Mo-
raine would like to extend its continued support of Myeerah for the vital role it can play now and in the future, 
educating the present and future generations in the wonders of nature and enhancing our partnership role in 
environmental stewardship.  Thank you.


